2. Showing the rotation of the colon. At the third month the caecum is carried over in front of the small intestines and placed directly below the liver; from the third to the eighth month the ascending colon is formed by the descent of the caecum ; from the fourth month fusion and obliteration of the posterior layer of the mesentery of the ascending colon and the posterior abdominal wall takes place, the ascending colon thus becoming fixed to the posterior wall; irregularities in, or failure of, this process result in the condition of undue mobility and prolapse. As the ascending colon is the last part of the bowel to be immobilised one is not surprised to find that it is this part which is most commonly the site of undue mobility, and it seems probable that this is the initial stage in cases of general visceroptosis.
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